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P-38

A vintage World 
War II P-38 twin-
engine airplane 
caught the eye of 
aircraft enthusiasts 
Tuesday afternoon 
when the craft 
piloted by Nelson 
Ezell of 
Breckenridge 
landed at Graham 
Municipal Airport. 
Ezell came to Graham to visit Steve Pierce of Pierce Aero 
and show him the airplane Ezell Aviation Warbird 
Restoration has been working on for more than three years.
The P-38 is part of the Flying Bulls team funded by Red Bull 
energy drink and will be flying in air shows to promote the 
popular drink. It is one of only six airworthy P-38s in the 
world and will be the only one in Europe after the craft is 
flown to its new “home” in Salzburg, Austria.

The arrival of the craft in Graham Tuesday brought out a 
number of aircraft enthusiasts including Ron White. He saw 
it come over his home on final approach, “My gosh, that’s a 
P-38,” he said as it went over. He grabbed his camera and 
headed to the airport. While he has seen a P-38 on the 
ground, this was his first time to see one in the air. “I got to 
see it take off from the house too,” White noted.
Although he never took up flying, others in his family have 
been pilots. His father was a radio gunner in a SB2C 
Helldiver, which may well have led him to have a particular 
interest in World War II aircraft. 
“I was one of those World War II airplane freaks,” said 
White. I probably had a model of every fighter plane that 
was flown in World War II.
Zack Burkett III came over to
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the airport from his office nearby at Burkett Industrial Park. 
Before landing, Ezell had made a low altitude pass and the 
sound of the two Allison 1720 V-12 engines caught the 
attention of everyone in his office. “Everyone came out of 
the office to see what it was,” said Burkett.
“It’s always interesting to see those restored World War II 
aircraft…they are becoming more and more rare,” Burkett 
said commenting on his visit to the airport. Burkett visited 
with Ezell, standing beneath the right wing of the vintage 
craft getting insight as to its particulars. “I tell you what 
Nelson does, they do some beautiful work over there. They 
re-skinned that whole airplane, new aluminum front and 
back, and that’s a lot of work, beautifully done. It’s a 
magnificent specimen, I’ll say that.”
Pierce Aero in Graham restores vintage and classic aircraft, 
having recently completed a rebuild of a Luscombe 
airplane, and currently rebuilding a wing for a J-3 Cub for 
Ezell Aviation in Breckenridge, due to damage sustained 
from the tornado that hit the Breckenridge airport earlier in 
the year. Pierce, owner and operator of the Graham facility, 
was surprised to see the P-38 come to Graham. 
Commenting on the completed restoration of the craft, 
Pierce said, “It is awesome.”
Ezell buzzed Pierce’s shop at the north end of the Graham 
airport property twice before landing Tuesday. “My 5-year-
old son was outside playing, we were in the office doing 
some paperwork and Lee comes in and says, ‘Dad, dad, 
dad, Nelson’s flying the P-38, it’s awesome.’” Once the craft 
was on the ground, Steve and his son had the opportunity 
to climb in the cockpit and appreciate the significance of the 
work done to restore the craft.
According to Pierce, the original plan was to fly the vintage 
craft to Austria, but he said they are now talking about 
shipping it to avoid any problems that could possibly arise 
during the flight to Europe.
The P-38 built by Lockheed was the first twin-engined 
interceptor to serve with the USAAC and the first modern 
fighter equipped with a tricycle landing gear, along with 
numerous other firsts, including speeds over 400 mph It is 
also said to be the first USAAD fighter to shoot down a 
German aircraft.
The craft was designed in 1937 as a high-altitude “pursuit 
plant.” 
Equipped with fuel tanks under it’s wings that could be 
jettisoned, the P-38 was used as a long-range escort fighter 
and was involved in virtually every major combat area of the 
world during World War II.
It is said only a few of the nearly 10,000 P-38s that were 
built remain today.
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